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Introduction 

This book is an alternative representation of my thoughts, whieh have been 
presented more eomprehensively in another of my books Writings @ Ankur 
Mutreja. I felt the need to publish this book separately to eater to the needs of 
those readers who don\x92t have mueh time to read books. The book is indeed a 
light reading. 

The book starts with the ehapter entitled Satire, whieh, as the name suggests, 
eomprises pointed attaeks on the soeietal idiosynerasies and hypoerisies, albeit 
moekingly. In the following ehapter on Travel Locales, I have reviewed four 
disparate loeations in India, attraetive for their own unique appeals: 

Puducherry, Shillong, Auroville and Agartala. 

Next is the ehapter on Movie Reviews & More. In the past few years, Hindi 
Cinema or Boll 3 rwood has seen many huge revenue eolleetors eompeting with 
the ereativities \x96 I don\x92t think the ereativities need to eompete with 
anybody. Only one huge revenue eolleetor Ek Tha Tiger finds plaee in my list 
of reviews. I don\x92t like publishing my frustrations; therefore, if I have written 
a negative review, the movie must be really pathetie: Love, Sex and Dhoka. 
Other movies reviewed: Satyagraha, Raanjhana, Table No. 21, OMG, Mod, 
Udaan and Welcome to Sajjanpur. Other than that I have also reviewed a 
website, Flattr.com, and an arehiteetural structure, Antilla: the Residence of 
Ambanis, in this ehapter. 

Finally, the ehapter on Book Reviews eomprises my reviews of three books: 
Bhagwat Gita, Swaraj by Arvind Kejriwal, and An Ordinary Person\x92s 
Guide to Empire by Arundhati Roy. 

This is a non-professional endeavor; therefore, you may be able to download it 
either free or for a small price, and the royalties, if any, accumulating where 
from will go in charity. 

Enjoy Reading! Ankur Mutreja 


(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 



Chapter 1: Satire 



Chapter 1.1: Make in India May Fail because of the 
RSS 

As per the elassified US reports, \x93Make in India\x94 has ereated quite a buzz 
amongst the US males of Indian origin; the lifetime visas have further boosted 
the propensity of the males to \x93Make in India\x94; however, the same has not 
eaught up well with the US females of Indian origin in spite of the same 
privileges having been offered to them as well. One of the reasons attributed to 
this gender bias is the presenee of too many baehelors in the RSS, who, in the 
eurrent paradigm, are expeeted to appropriate the right to eollaborate with the 
US females in \x93Make in India\x94. \x93Make in India\x94 may fail beeause 
of the RSS. 



Chapter 1.2: Hurry Up! Entries Invited for Obama 
Latrine Clean Up 

In a diplomatic coup, Modi has convinced Obama to clean up Indian latrines as 
part of his \x93Clean India Campaign\x94. Entries are invited from ordinary 
Indian citizens to send their stool sample for mandatory testing at the PMO. 
Lucky winners will get a chance to shake Obama\x92s latrine-clean hands in 
their own latrines. Hurry up! Only limited entries will be entertained! Twenty 
five percent reservations for the families of the US based NRIs/PIOs. Tentative 
date for the event has been fixed on 26.01.2015. 

Note: Credibility of the above information is subject to the credulity of the 
readers. 



Chapter 1.3: SC on Activism Spree 

sc replaces Srini with Gavaskar, NaMo with Swaraj, SRK with Sallu, Baba with 
Bips, AK49 with CBI, Butter Chicken with Green Salad, MMS with\x85oops, 
that\x92s my right! 



Chapter 1.4: CEC Crisis 

All Election Commissioners put in their papers in protest against the SMS poll 
of the Aam Aadmi Party. The Aam Aadmi Party nominates Prashant Bhushan, 
Manish Sisodia and Yogendra Yadav as the new CEC team. Parliament proposes 
to debate whether it\x92s constitutional. The Aam Aadmi Party snubs the 
proposal terming it anti-people. The Team Anna terms CEC\x92s move as a 
conspiracy to sabotage Eokpal Bill. 



Chapter 1.5: Result of Opinion Poll for Indian Army: 
Just Ignore BJP 

Ms. Sushma Swaraj, BJP: Get ten Pakistani soldiers\x92 heads for one Indian 
soldier\x92s head. 

Mr. Yashwant Sinha, BJP: Indian Army ean retaliate without erossing the LOG. 
Ramifieation: Get ten Pakistani soldiers\x92 heads without erossing the LOG. 

I propose the following opinion poll to help Indian Army. 

1. Seek divine powers from Shri Ram of Ramayana. 

2. Learn blaek magie from Baba Bengali. 

3. Just ignore BJP. 

Opinion poll result: Just Ignore BJP. 



Chapter 1.6: Being Gender Sensitive 

I feel ashamed of myself today. It\x92s abhorrent that I am out rightly eallous to 
the sensitivities of the fairer gender. For how long I have been living in this 
make believe world of mine thinking they like me the way I am: dirty and wild, 
almost beastly. I make the New Year resolution today that I will shave every day 
in the New Year \x96 shaved just yesterday, no mood to shave tomorrow. Kudos 
to Gillette\x92s Shave or Crave movement for making me gender sensitive. I 
really enjoy this new status of Being Gender Sensitive. 



Chapter 1.7: Let's Make This World a Better Place 

I am fed up of this inequality; therefore, I have deeided to take a plunge in the 
demoeratie proeess. I intend to stand for the next general eleetion as an 
independent eandidate. However, I don\x92t have the funds to manage my 
eleetion expenses. Therefore, I plan to launeh a publie issue of my prospeetive 
eandidature. I intend to beeome an MP by 2014 and a minister by 2020. The 
pubie issue of my eandidature eomprises 10,000,000 shares of Rs. 10 faee value 
eaeh \x96 Rs. 100 MN is the minimum start up eapital I need. Onee I beeome 
minister in 2020, I intend to do a big seam of the seale of Rs. 1,000 MN, of 
whieh I shall gamer at least 50% of the amount, i.e. Rs. 500 MN, whieh will 
then be the new value of my eapital. Thus, the share of Rs. 10 faee value today 
should earry a market value of at least Rs. 50 in 2022, whieh would give a return 
of 500% in ten years. There ean be no better opportunity to earn big money. 
Come invest in your future; let\x92s together make this world a better plaee by 
distributing the fruits of demoeratie proeess to all. 



Chapter 1.8: A Golden RTI Opportunity to Earn US 
Dollars 

To, 

The PIO, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

India 

Subjeet: Request for information under the RTI Aet 
Sir, 

Please provide the following information under the RTI Aet: 

- Residential address of Hafeez Saeed. 

The above information is solieited for obtaining US Dollars 10 MN from the 
USA. The Rs. 10 RTI fees may be demanded from the US Government 
adjustable against the bounty to be reeeived by me. 

Sineerely, 

Note: 10 year old kids are espeeially eneouraged to file the above RTI 
applieation. 



Chapter 1.9: Breaking News 

Breaking News: Majnu Bengali of Lai Kothi, accused of theft, moves the Trial 
Court to make the Finance Minister a co-accused for following anti-poor 
economic policies. 

Breaking News: Pappu Firangi of Bihari Jhuggi, accused of criminal trespass, 
moves the Trial Court to make the Urban Affiars Minister and the Lt. Governor 
of Delhi co-accused for not building enough houses for the poor. 

Breaking News: Roomi Gloomy of Kailash Manjil, accused of obscene display 
on public street, moves the Trial Court to make the Minister for Women 
Empowerment a co-accused for not empowering the women enough to not to 
take up prostitution. 

No more Breaking News: Sarny Supari of Saffron Towers, for no good reason, 
moves the Supreme Court to make the Home Minister a co-accused in the 2G 
Case for choosing \x93First Come First Serve\x94 over \x93Auction\x94. 

Note: For those who are extremely naive, all the news mentioned above is 
FAKE. 



Chapter 1.10: India Is Now Less Corrupt than 
Singapore 

The 40-year-old clerk dumped his 27-year-old wife merely two months later 
because she refused to wear a skirt and have sex with him but the wife returned 
to his side in May, agreeing to do all he wanted. 

\x93I promised to give her S$100 (RM247) on the first night, and S$300 
(RM740) every month after that, \x94 he said. 

Sadly, she still failed to meet his \x93skirt sex\x94 demand and was again chased 
out of the house two weeks later. 

Singapore is the most eormpt eountry of the world. Girls marry with the promise 
of wearing skirts during sex, and then breaeh their promises! Thanks goodness, 
every man in India has now beeome Anna {Main bhi Anna Tu bhi Anna, Ab to 
Sara Desk hai Anna!). We ean never have this kind of eormption in India. 



Chapter 1.11: Don't Rape Girls; Either Pay Them or 
Marry Them 

Hearing a plea seeking a pre-arrest bail to a man, who had sex with a woman 
and later refused to marry her, the Delhi High Court established that getting a 
girl into bed on the promise of marriage and later refusing to tie the knot 
amounted to rape. 

\x93If a girl surrenders herself to a boy who comes in contact with her for the 
first time only in connection with a proposal for her marriage and then enters 
into a formal ceremony of engagement\x85she does it not because she loves him 
or wants to have pleasure with him, but because she doesn\x92t want to 
disappoint her future husband, \x94 the High Court stated. 

The Delhi High Court has hit it bang on this time. These kinds of losers should 
be dealt with like this only. Neither ean they make enough efforts to find a 
\x931oose\x94 eharaeter girlfriend nor ean they earn enough to employ a 
prostitute. I agree there are many thinkers who have eonsidered marriage as 
institutionalized prostitution, but that doesn\x92t mean you will start having free 
lunehes. If the guy has sex before marriage, he should either pay the girl or 
marry her. If the sex with a prostitute with a reneged promise of payment ean be 
termed as rape, then why not the sex with a potential bride with a reneged 
promise of marriage be termed as rape too! It\x92s high time we started 
respeeting girls. Don\x92t rape girls. Either pay them or marry them. 



Chapter 1.12: Muthalik Kahin WOH to Nahin? 

Pramod Muthalik was participating in a television discussion on Valentine\x92s 
Day, when a man ran towards him with an ink bottle and threw it in his face. 
\x93I will find him, whichever corner he is in. I will reply in the same way, \x94 
said Muthalik. 

This is completely unfair towards girls. When they sent him their pink chaddis, 
he didn\x92t offer them his saffron langot. Now, when some guy has played Holi 
with him, he wants to return the favor in kind. Muthalik kahin WOH to nahin? 



Chapter 1.13: In Re: Cop v. Dog 

It was two men in khaki versus a woman and her dog at district\x92s 
Bhagwanpura village. 

Head Constable Gulab Thakur and Constable Karan were in the village 
searching for an absconder. They got into a dispute with Buddhu Korku and his 
wife Rukmini. Rukmini first bit the head constable and then made her dog bite 
him. She then tore their uniforms.A case was registered against the couple. 

What about the Dog? No case against it! I\x92m sure it must have also acted 
in territorial self-interest! 



Chapter 1.14: Thackereys Should only Warn Each 
Other for Humanity Sake 

Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackeray today warned all the industries not to retrench the 
people in the name of economic recession worldwide or else they will have to 
face severe repercussions. He lashed out at his estranged nephew, Raj, for 
staking claim over the reinstatement issue and questioned his childish ways, 
describing him as the newly born bird on the political horizon. 

Bal Thackerey goes a step further and warns not only the Aviation but all 
industries. Now, what is Raj Thaekerey gonna do? Best warn your unele: Given 
he is so powerful, you will beeome even more powerful by warning him. This 
way so many less powerful people of the eorporate world like Tatas, Ambanis, 
Birlas, ete, who are so seared of the Thaekereys, will also feel safe and seeured - 
- and the kids of the politieal horizon will also earry on. 



Chapter 1.15: Side Effects of US Subprime Crisis: 
Bail-Out Package for IT Professionals 

The global recessionary trends have affected the young employees of the Indian 
software industry in Hyderabad in more than one-way. While on one hand it is 
has spelt job loss fear, on the other hand, the parents of brides-to-be are no 
longer in search of IT grooms for their daughters. 

A mother of a would-be bride said she would prefer non-IT professionals for her 
daughter seeing the latest trend. 

\x93It fluctuates. Day-to-day it can change. What is happening now could be a 
short phase, \x94 said Sharda Singh, mother of a would- be bride. 

A father of a would-be bride expressed his concern too saying these ups and 
downs are bound to take place in any economy. 

\x93There will be some ups and downs in anybody\x92s life like that any sector 
in a country or the world can also have its ups and downs, \x94 said Rama Rao, 
father of a would be bride. 

Some parents said they did not want to take interest in the marriage proposals oj 
IT professionals any more as they were too scared of recessionary trends. \x93I 
am very afraid of its effects, \x94 said S Krishna, father of a would- be bride. 

After bailout packages for banks, airlines, industries, etc, we need a bailout 
package for IT professionals. The US Sub-Prime Crisis is affecting India 
more than it is affecting the US. 



Chapter 1.16: Hooda Is Innovative 

Maharashtra offers Tatas red carpet for Nano plant 
Andhra Pradesh offers free land for Nano project 
Gujarat joins race to get Nano project 
Punjab to approach Tata for Nano project 
Khanduri offers Tatas to bring Nano to Uttarakhand 
Yeddyurappa woos Tata for housing Nano project in K\x92taka 
Rajasthan joins bid to woo Tata\x92s Nano project 
Naveen Patnaik invites Tata to set up Nano project in Orissa 
Jharkhand government criticised for not enticing Tatas enough 
Madhya Pradesh invites Tata to set up Nano plant 
Hooda invites Swami Ramdev to set up Yoga University 
HOODA IS INNOVATIVE 



Chapter 1.17: Defintition of Patriot 

VHP General Secretary Prof Venkatesh Abdeo ridiculed the demand of a ban on 
the VHP and Bajarang Dal. Talking to mediapersons, Mr Abdeo said \x94the 
people who are demanding this ban are going and meeting the terrorists and 
even demanding that the ban on SIMI should be lifted. \x94 He said these people 
will never understand the difference between traitors and patriots. 

VHP is to be blamed. They never defined a patriot in elear terms. An 3 rways, I 
will try to define a patriot without prejudiee to the definition of a terrorist: 

1) Those who take state maehinery like poliee, administration, ministers, ete, 
into eonfidenee before launehing terror attaeks are patriots. 

2) Those who ean buy media into presenting a better pieture for themselves are 
patriots. 

3) Those who kill openly and brutally with swords & daggers without earing 
about planting bombs are patriots. 

4) Those who justify killing as mass upheaval or as any other faney term are 
patriots. 

5) Those who are demoeratieally eleeted killers oops politieians are patriots. 

6) Those who help intelligenee ageneies in identifying terrorists and are never 
identified as terrorists themselves are patriots. 



Chapter 1.18: Advice for India: Atleast Don't Get the 
Virus 

India on Wednesday sought to downplay the controversial provisions of a bill 
cleared by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the India-United States 
nuclear agreement with a rider that will prevent the transfer of nuclear 
equipment, materials or technology from the Nuclear Suppliers Group countries 
or any other source in the event of New Delhi conducting a test. 

\x93I would not like to comment on their internal process, \x94 Foreign Secretary 
Shiv Shanker Menon told reporters when asked for the Indian government\x92s 
reaction to the Senate Committee\x92s clearance of a bill with a rider. \x93We 
are not going to comment on what they (Congress) do internally, \x94 he said. 

I must appreciate the US. They are brashly truthful about their intentions to f_ 

India. And, India is also brashly shameless about its pathetic status in the 
relationship. Pleasure, for some, can come from complete domination; but, for 
others, from complete submission to sadism. But, an advice for India: At least 
don\x92t get the virus. 



Chapter 1.19: Balapur Ganesh Laddu Shouldn't Be 
Auctioned 

The famous Balapur Ganesh Laddu fetched Rs 5.07 lakh in an auction held in 
the final stages of the Vinayaka Chathurdhi and Ganesh idols immersion today. 
The devotees believe that their families would prosper and possess abundant 
wealth, if they spray the laddu in their agricultural field. 

I strongly condemn this practice of auctioning national treasure like Balapur 
Ganesh Laddu. This is the filthiest form of Capitalism. Such precious articles 
should be declared public property, and no one person should be allowed to 
gamer extraordinary profits out of it. The Government should immediately 
confiscate this Laddu and make a billion exact replica of it with the sincere 
services of the modem Godmen like Ravishankar, Ramdev, Shankaracharya, 
Sathya Saibaba, etc. Each Indian has a right to spray this Laddu where ever he 
wants, whenever he wants, and become rich and prosperous. 



Chapter 1.20: Rules of Survival in Bombay oops 
Mumbai 

Continuing their protests against the Bachchan family even after Jaya 
Bachchanapologised for speaking in Hindiat a function on September 6, 
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) activists pelted stones at the PVR theatre 
in Juhu in north-west Mumbai, where the premiere of Amitabh Bachchan\x92s 
latest movie \x94The Last Lear\x94 was scheduled. 

I am surprised that after living for so many years in Bombay oops Mumbai, Jaya 
Baehehan eould make sueh a mistake! For the benefit of the Baehehans, there 
are eertain other rules whieh they need to follow at all times for survival in 
Bombay oops Mumbai: 

1) Give seat to a Marathi lady in preferenee to any other lady (if ever Baehehans 
travel in any publie transport) and apply this rule intelligently in other similar 
situations. 

2) Never ever in your wildest dream make fun of Shivaji. 

3) Thaekereys are the self aeelaimed representatives of Bombayites oops 
Mumbaikars, and give them respeet for this very reason, out of fear, of eourse. 

4) Learn to aeeept that a non-Marathi is always wrong in Bombay oops Mumbai, 
whatever may be the dispute. 

5) It\x92s Mumbai, not Bombay 

6) And, most importantly, always remember that the eolor of soil in Maharashtra 
is RED. 



Chapter 1.21: Increase Police Budget for Better 
Results 

Arun Kumar (22) was arrested by T Nagar Police on charges of stealing 40 
sovereigns of gold from his friend\x92s house. He lost nine fingers allegedly due 
to torture by police. He moved Madras High Court seeking a compensation of Rs 
ten lakh. 

This just doesn\x92t make sense. For 40 sovereigns, nine fingers! And 
eompensation of ten Lakhs for nine fingers! It is again the mistake of the poliee. 
They didn\x92t do their job well. If, instead of nine, they had eut ten fingers, all 
the figures would have matehed: 1 finger for 4 sovereigns eaeh, and 1 Lakh for 
every finger. I think the TN poliee work on a tight budget; the TN Government 
should inerease the budget of the poliee so that they ean perform their duty of 
torturing people fully and satisfaetorily, without worrying about the prospeetive 
eosts. And, also the eourt, while awarding eompensation, should take into 
aeeount the annual budget for torture duty related expenses minus the hard- 
earned private money reeeived by the poliee for inflieting torture and should 
aeeordingly award eompensation. 



Chapter 1.22: Marathi Soil is RED 

Bal Thackeray\x92s Shiv Sena is vying with the Raj Thackeray led Maharashtra 
Navnirman Sena (MNS) to get political space on the issue of Marathi 
signboards. 

While the MNS deadline for Mumbai shop owners to change their signboards 
from English to Marathi has ended, the Shiv Sena has asked Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Committee (BMC) to enforce Marathi signboards on traders and 
shopkeepers. 

The Thackereys are the sons of the Marathi soil, and, therefore, they want to 
eolor the English soil (Bombay) into the eolor of the Marathi soil (Mumbai); 
however, it is just unfortunate that the eolor of soil in Maharashtra is RED. 



Chapter 1.23: Territory Expansion by Men Is Easy, 
Courtesy Police 

A new study has revealed that a Jamaican lizard called the Anolis engages in 
impressive displays of reptilian strength \x96 push ups, head bobs, and 
threatening extension of a colourful neck flap called a dewlap \x96 to defend its 
territory at dawn and dusk. While female anoles establish small territories 
allowing access to food and other resources, while males stake out larger 
territories allowing them access to several females. The dawn chorus may be a 
way of communicating having survived the night. If in the morning a bird 
doesn\x92t hear its neighbour, or an anole doesn\x92t see its neighbour, it may 
be an opportunity for the animal to expand its territory. 

For men, it is so easy: They just need to earn lots of money and give a part 
of it to Police, to defend and to expand territory (including access to several 
women). 



Chapter 1.24: Mia Bibi Razi to Kya Karega (Strictly 
Male) Quazi 

Muslim clerics have questioned the sanctity of a marriage of a Sunni couple 
under the Shariat law which was solomonised by a Shia women Quazi 

I used to think that at least in Muslims it doesn\x92t matter what the Quazi 
thinks, and that\x92s what the law also states (Muslim marriage is an agreement, 
not a saerament). But, no, it seems I was wrong: Muslim eouples ean marry sans 
a male Quazi but not in the presenee of a female Quazi. Come on, at least make 
an exeeption for a Burqa-Clad Female Quazi. 



Chapter 1.25: Mukesh Ambani does it Again 

The tree-lined Altamount Road is a favourite of India\x92s \x93very rich\x94, 
Wealth-Bulletin said, and added that it was \x93catapulted into the ranks of the 
world\x92s most expensive when India\x92s wealthiest individual Mukesh 
Ambani unveiled plans last year to build a residential apartment block on the 
street at a cost of around $1 billion\x94. 

Proud-to-be-an-Indian Mukesh Ambani has added another feather to his eap by 
getting Altamount Road ineluded in the Wealth-Bulletin\x92s world\x92s most 
expensive streets in the world, eourtesy the extraordinary 27-floor building, 
ealled \x93Antilia\x94, to be build by Mukesh Ambani on Altamount Road, 
Mumbai. His patriotism has no bounds! 



Chapter 1.26: Xbox 360 | the Modi\x92s Gujarat 

The game is \x93Xbox 360 | the Modi\x92s Gujarat\x94. Modi is the ehampion, 
and Gujarat is the battle field. The first round went to the Mujahideens: Damage 
50 and eounting. Modi stages a eome baek in the seeond round: 21 bombs 
reeovered and defused in Surat with one of them 20 meters away from the site 
where Modi was 1 hr ago; damage zero! Modi\x92s spirits are high, and he is all 
set to triumph in the other rounds in Rajkot, Vadodra, Gandhi Nagar, ete. Modi is 
already a ehampion in the Xbox 2008 ehampionship and all set for the next; but, 
are the people of Gujarat ready for it because it is just not a game for them 
after all. 



Chapter 1.27: The Shiv Sena\x92s Taj Mahal 

The Shiv Sena elaims Taj Mahal as an aneient Shiva temple. Now this is some 
disillusionment. I have been thinking that Taj Mahal was built by Shahjahan in 
the fond memory of his wife Mumtaj Mahal. I feel pity for the sorry state of our 
edueational system: What all nonsense is put into the innoeent minds in the 
name of historieal proofs and evidenee! Is there no eredibility of the divine 
knowledge whieh the Shiv Sena possesses! 

We need more politieal parties like the Shiv Sena so that we ean rightfully elaim 
Jama Masjid as an aneient preaehing eentre of Lord Krishna; Qutab Minar as 
an aneient helipad of Shri Hanuman; Charminar as an aneient seeret hiding 
plaee of the pandavas during their banwas; Red Fort as Prithvi Raj 
Chauhan\x92s aneient holiday resort; and eaeh and every neighborhood mosque 
as an aneient Vedie library or an aneient old-age home or an aneient Shri 
Hanuman akhara or an aneient guli-danda elub or\x85 


(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 



Chapter 2: Travel Locale Reviews 



Chapter 2.1: Puducherry, the Mission Idli 

I don\x92t know why but I had this urge to eat the Tamil idli as soon as I entered 
Pondieherry. But, to my surprise, the small kiosks to the big restaurants, nobody 
was willing to serve idlis in luneh. But, as adamant as I am, I immediately 
embarked upon "Mission Idli" on the lesser known streets of Pudueherry 
(meaning the new eity), ignoring the Freneh Boulevards, the Beaeh Road, the 
Aurbindo Ashram, and the pretty girl near the Ashram. My seareh took me to 
almost eaeh and every nook and eomer of the suburbs shown in the Pudueherry 
tourism map, but to no avail: the idli remained ever elusive. However, in the 
proeess, I have beeome the real estate guru of Pudueherry and am already 
advising a well-known idli ehain pro-bono with an assuranee that they will serve 
idlis in luneh aeross Pudueherry. 

Now, sinee I have seen so mueh of Pudueherry, let me share some gyan. First 
and foremost, the plaees ending in \x93pet\x94 don\x92t have anything tummily 
about them; they are just names; some of them are exeellent residenees, yet 
others are not so good; my personal favorite is Lawspet, but the best value for 
money might be Mudaliarpet or Orleanpet; however, my first stop was Duryapet, 
whieh, in spite of being a semi-slum, was pretty elean. While diseovering 
\x93pet\x94s, I also diseovered some \x93uppam\x94s \x97 again nothing 
tummily about them \x97 Kotakuppam, a predominantly Muslim neighborhood, 
is affordable and elean, and, but for its Muslim tag, would have been attraeting 
lots of real estate interest \x97 I think there is a elear real estate opportunity lying 
there for the seeularists. Aryinakuppam is another neighborhood I visited and 
found it ehie and posh. But, one neighborhood whieh I just eouldn\x92t visit in 
spite of trying too hard was Nellithoppu \x97 every time I headed there I landed 
up in the eity bus stand with numerous Modi posters in the skyline, and eaeh 
time I duped Modi by jumping onto the East Coast Road and taking a u-tum 
from Kotakuppam. 

So, after lots of hide and seek games in the hot sun, my moped gave up and got 
punetured and got running only after the sun glasses beeame almost redundant; I 
seooted to the Freneh Boulevards lest the dashing sun glasses should turn into a 
liability; but it was already too late: the sun had eelipsed, and the pretty girl had 
moved into the Aurbindo Ashram for devotion, where I was denied entry for I 
wasn\x92t devoted enough (towards Aurbindo of eourse). 

So, finally, I sauntered to the eomer kiosk at Bharti Park via the Beaeh Road; 
this time the idli was available, but my devotion was elearly misplaeed, or, may 
be not: the Tamil idli was eertainly delieious. 



(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 



Chapter 2.2: Shillong, the Beauty 

I visited Shillong, which is the capital of Mehgalaya, in August 2014. In fact, it 
was a side-visit to kill time, but it was indeed time well-spent. It was a Sunday 
afternoon when I reached the main city centre; the striking feature of the place 
was exuberance of well-dressed young guys and gals; it looked some kind of a 
dating feast, but, all I can remember, the day was that of Rakshabandhan; 
however, in Meghalaya, unlike in Gujarat, people don\x92t suffix names with 
Bhai and Behan', so, it must have been a dating feast only \x97 at least I thought 
so and immediately bought a deo without realizing I have grown passed that age. 
Nevertheless, the beauty of Shillong is not limited to its pretty girls; the place 
itself is pretty-pretty. 

The day being Sunday, all tourist attractions were closed, and I didn\x92t have 
time and energy to visit the off-city places; so, I just started wandering in the city 
on-foot and soon realized it was a decision well made. On the way, I also ended 
up meeting some tech-savvy, young Bengali students, who had been wandering 
with the help of GPS for more than a week then; so, they became my natural 
companions \x97 an 3 rways, I have a liking for the Tech-Savvy Youth. Our mutual 
goal was to reach the Golf Course from the Raj Bhavan, which was some 4-5 
KMs distance. To be very frank, after some time, I felt out of place with them: 
first, they were taller than me; secondly, they were not sharing their GPS with 
me; thirdly, they were speaking an alien language; and fourthly, I think, they 
were also making fun of me in their alien language. Nevertheless, I persisted and 
tried ignoring them for the beauty of the place; and, voila, it worked. 

Shillong is an extremely beautiful place. The distances are small and scenic; 
therefore, most people traverse them walking. I didn\x92t intrude into the 
neighborhoods, but, from a distance, the houses looked cozy and cute, well-knit 
into the whole with an identity; and, the big houses, like those of the Chief 
Justice and the Chief Secretary, were alluring. The pathways were decorated 
with plantation, and the litter was conspicuous by its absence. The Golf Course 
is at a depression to the Raj Bhavan, so most of the distance traversed was 
downhill, and therefore, the view was clear and penetrative, giving an 
impression of dominance over the landscape; and thus the feeling was king-size 
\x97 many a times I just felt like jumping and roaring into the slopes like a tiger, 
but the GPS brought back sanity. However, as soon as I reached the Golf Course, 
I did run a lap but more elegantly like a stud \x97 by then I had obviously 
forgotten about the deo, but, I think, the elegant run did impress some virgin 
mares. 



Finally, after some running and sauntering on the Golf Course and some ehit- 
ehat on Aurobindo, we returned to the eity eentre \x97 this time in a Taxi \x97 
exehanged pleasantries and moved on. Movement is the key; the pretty halts are 
sexy, but the eagerness to run together brings people/things/plaees elose, with or 
without Deos. 


(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 



Chapter 2.3: Auroville 

(As I wrote in June-July 2014) 

I am here in Auroville for vaeation when the Aurovillians are vaeationing 
elsewhere, so I am trying to make friends with dogs, eats and eows \x97 no luek 
with the dogs till now though the eats seems to have got attraeted with my looks, 
but the eow milk is for kids and, an 3 rways, I don\x92t like milk \x97 and this is 
aetually the real ehallenge in Auroville, for the man here has ingrained 
politeness. However, the most intriguing thing is the diffusion of politeness even 
among the loeal Tamilians. But, that doesn\x92t satisfy my eynieal self. I know I 
am doing injustiee to this plaee by writing below what I am first beeause I have 
been here only for two days, so it\x92s premature, and seeondly it is also 
lopsided and speeulative. 

I have some serious doubts about the feasibility of this experiment. The stated 
purpose of Auroville is to establish statuses on the basis of knowledge and self- 
worth of a person, not his material possessions, aequired and inherited. But, I 
already have inklings that an average Aurovillian is money minded. As far as I 
have understood, an average Aurovillian here is engaged in a small business or 
in an exeeutive/administrative/knowledge job. Though it is a premature 
observation, but, I think, in general, the foreigners are the 
managers/entrepreneurs, and the Tamilians are the workers. There definitely 
exists an elite elass, whieh is eontrolling the deeision making: I thi nk there are 
big entrepreneurs, eommunity leaders and governors, who work in tandem and 
make deeisions. The role of the big entrepreneurs seems to be to fund subsidies, 
whieh must be giving them power, but let me elarify that the big entrepreneur 
here is no bigger than a small five star restaurant owner or a small 
faetory/workshop owner, so the loeal eommunity \x97 whieh is sometimes 
ludierously small eomprising just two-three people \x97 must be having a 
substantial say in the matters eoneeming them. However, I have felt that, in spite 
of a maintenanee allowanee, an average Aurovillian wants to earn more, whieh 
eould be either to enter the elite elub (whieh means the people are not satisfied 
with their statuses and the work per se and, still worse, they think that money 
ean buy them status) or to fund their finanees (whieh means those who ean\x92t 
fund their finanees are looked down upon by themselves or by the fellow 
Aurovillians; in either ease, it refleets a failure); though it is Utopian but one 
possibility is also that the Aurovillians take pride in eontributing to the 
eommunity, and the best an average Aurovillian understands eontribution is 
through finaneial eontribution; however, my eynieal self is failing to aeeept this 



possibility. Whatever, one thing is for sure that there are existing statuses whieh 
are not purely knowledge based, whieh manifests best in the houses oeeupied by 
the Aurovillians: some people have amazingly magnifieent houses, yet others 
have none. They are trying to address this issue, I would say, insensitively: they 
are building apartments with shared toilets \x97 I don\x92t know who eame up 
with this brilliant idea, but one thing is for sure that Auroville needs to reserve 
some spaee for eonstruetion of a mental asylum very soon; eome on, eommunity 
living is about sharing ideas not underwear. Any soeiety believing in non-elitism 
and non-materialism would first and foremost remove the first sign of elitism, 
whieh is irrational and obseene oeeupaney of searee resourees espeeially land, 
whieh in the ease of Aurovillle should mean the eomplete redistribution of land. 

There are more negative signs that I have eneountered, but those need further 
exploration, so let me reserve them for another day \x97 by then, the dogs will 
be friends, and the snakes will take over in the not so very polite manner. 

Addendum 

Well, whatever this experiment praetieally is, at least in theory it is good exeept 
for a tilt towards \x93Hindutva\x94, so I am not writing anything negative 
anymore beeause I have a bias in favor of this experiment. Above, I didn\x92t 
diseuss the Global Reeession as one of the reasons for the money-mindedness of 
the Aurovillians, but it seems that might be one of the big reasons for this 
money-mindedness. It seems their European grants, as well as exports, have 
shrunk, and, therefore, now they are trying to fund their experiment themselves, 
whieh might have made at least some of them money-minded, whieh is an 
external ehallenge to the experiment. I ean say with a eertain degree of authority 
that eost eutting is always a better way to taekle reeession, loeal or global \x97 
Integral Yoga should ineorporate that flexibility. About dogs, the man like dogs 
beeause it ean tame them to its benefit, but, with the advent of ineredible 
teehnology, privileged men ean now tame less privileged men by infringing their 
privaey fully and finally \x97 there is a elear vibe on the internet that intrusive 
brain reading is possible, I have researehed a bit and am eonvineed about its 
veraeity. The dogs will then loose preferenee to the less privileged men, but I 
only hope that the less privileged men may not spread rabies thereafter. 

2— Addendum 

The Positives 

1. Matrimandir Meditation Chamber: I don\x92t do meditation. Aetually, I 
don\x92t understand what they mean by mediation, and how it should be done. 
Some people say the meditation is when the random thoughts eease, and the 



mind becomes relaxed and free. I attended the mediation session on two 
occasions. The first time I had not slept properly, therefore I went to sleep, and 
when I woke up, I felt refreshed. The second time I had slept well and was wide 
awake; therefore, I started experimenting and found that the sunlight in the 
chamber falls on a ball in such a manner that if you close your eyes you see an 
image of a flying bird; however, the more interesting is what you see below the 
bird; I opened and closed my eyes 4-5 times, and each time I saw some different 
religious symbol, and then I observed the ball carefully and thought in my mind 
that I am an atheist, and then I saw only a flying bird with a blank block below 
it. Relaxed, I definitely was, but random thoughts never ceased; whatever that 
means. 

2. Flora: This place has been built on a barren land, and what they have done to 
the place is amazing. The flora is omnipresent and extremely soothing. I rode 
bicycle on the cycle paths, which run through the forests and are surrounded by 
trees and plants all around. The temperature in Auroville is similar to that of 
Delhi, and riding a bicycle in Delhi at this time would be unthinkable, but there 
it was pleasant; regrets that I couldn\x92t explore fauna mainly because I was 
scared and unprepared. 

3. Attire: The standard attire of the people there is shorts and t-shirts. Most of 
them are healthy and fit, and, therefore, the clothes they wear look good on 
them, whether young or old. Moreover, I think the attire also match up with their 
attitude, which is informal and laid-back. 

4. Attitude: The attitude is definitely laid-back. People are mostly not in a hurry, 
and it is evident that the decisions are taken after lots of deliberation, and, what I 
observed, the things work pretty fine and easy. There are a few streetlights, and 
the people themselves don\x92t venture out at night. They, as a matter of course, 
separate solid waste from other waste. Doors are not locked at night because 
nobody steals. There are no police vans and police posts; the six-seven guards 
manage everything, and who are always very helpful. The rules are always 
followed. If there is a note on a water cooler asking people not to fill water 
bottles, nobody does it \x97 I did it. 

5. Creativity: The most interesting thing about the place is the caliber of the 
people living there. Many of them are capable of being highly paid executives or 
administrators but have chosen a mellowed lifestyle. However, their expertise 
gets manifested in the kind of research and work that is being carried out there. 
Renewable energy is a definite area of focus, and the projects under 
contemplation include things like a graded lake system fed by desalinated sea 



water to be used for beautifieation of Matrimandir, for an alternate water supply 
system and for eleetrieity generation; a full-fledged e-transportation with 
eomplete ban on petrol/diesel vehieles within the eity; a self-sustaining 
eleetrieity generation at the eommunity level without any linkage with the 
national grid, ete. 

There are more positives, but I have not been able to explore them mueh beeause 
I was overwhelmed by the people\x92s romantieism towards the plaee and 
wanted to explore the negatives to maintain the balanee. But, in hindsight, it 
seems a neutral approaeh would have been better. An 3 rways, it\x92s never too 
late to explore. 

3— Addendum 

Above, I have mentioned that the Aurovillian experiment has a tilt towards 
\x93Hindutva.\x94 I think that would not be legally eorreet. The SC has 
restrieted \x93Hindutva\x94 to the philosophy propounded by Savarkar and 
separated it from Hindu Nationalism, whieh is eertainly based on the Hindu 
religion espeeially Vedanta, but not \x93Hindutva.\x94 Following that, neither 
the Aurovillian experiment ean be said to be having a tilt towards 
\x93Hindutva\x94 nor Aurobindo\x92s philosophy ean be ealled 
\x93Hindutva\x94 philosophy, even when it is strongly influeneed by Vedanta in 
speeifie and the Hindu religion in general\x96 just for reeord, I am a pro-seienee 
atheist non-believer, and the faith propounded in Vedanta doesn\x92t appeal to 
me. Also, I didn\x92t find any visible influenee of RSS/BJP in Auroville, whieh 
is a strong positive. 



Chapter 2.4: Agartala City 

Agartala is a city more or less untouched by the capitalist onslaught, which 
prompted me to visit the city to gauge if the city offers any alternative promise. 
Well...let me state at the outset that I am disappointed. I would much like to 
grasp the politics of the place as the management here is under the complete 
influence of the politicians, both organised and unorganised. However, without 
the knowledge of the local language, it is near impossible to comprehend the 
politics in a short span of 3-4 days. Nevertheless, let me inform that the city has 
thrown up Congress MLAs since 1998, but the communists rule the 
municipality. I am not sure if BJP/RSS have any significant presence in the city, 
but they have certainly set up bases in Tripura and are imparting preliminary 
training to their cadre, who, through their extrovert intervention in the societal 
matters esp. involving disputes, may have made inroads into the politics of the 
city. And I saw one single poster of Mamta Banerjee near MBB college. 

However, the politics also manifests itself in the day-to-day experiences of 
people. Frankly speaking, I had no intention of getting involved in such 
experiences, but, unfortunately, I have got involved an 3 rways. 

First and foremost, let it be made clear that the majority here is helpful.They 
don’t even differentiate between outsiders and locals, which might also be 
because the Bengalis, with whom I have had most of my interaction and who 
dominate the politics of the State, are Hindu Bangladesi refugees themselves, 
which refuge also led to insurgency situations in the past. However, there are a 
few experiences which make me believe that regional parochialism, which is 
symbolic of the right-wing politics, is present here in the communists’ ruled city 
as well. Also one poor experience undoes ten good experiences of the past! 

Coming to my bad experiences; 

Urban Transportation 

The people here use shared auto-rickshaws for urban transportation, which 
system works pretty well and offers great flexibility, but only till the arbitrary 
rules don’t spoil the game. I must say I had traversed the whole city and beyond 
on these auto-rickshaws pretty comfortably until today when I clearly saw the 
rickshaw driver’s discomfort in entertaining a tourist. The manifestation of the 
discomfort was interesting and amusing. Ever since morning, I would be 
inquired from if I was carrying the exact fare amount in fragmented 
denominations like seven, eight bucks, to which I offered conciliation by 
agreeing to forego the small return-exchange amounts. However, this gentleman 



not so gently threw me out of the riekshaw for not earrying the exaet fare, and he 
was a Bengali. Ineredible but true! The reason ean’t be non-availability of the 
exaet fare as I offered the same eoneiliation to him as well, to whieh he argued 
that the riekshaw eapaeity was four persons and two oeeupants other than me 
were already seated in the riekshaw, thus if he would aeeommodate me too, he 
would lose on a prospeetive pair, so I should either offer him the exaet fare or 
pay him double the fare amount, so that he eould eompensate for the prospeetive 
fare loss. Of eourse, this argument is arbitrary, ineoherent, irrational, too far- 
fetehed, and a elear manifestation of the unweleome attitude/bias towards 
outsiders. But why should I blame the entire system for this one off-the-euff 
ineident? Well...the answer is simple: this might not be an off-the-euff ineident. 
The bigger problem here is that the system allows for sueh an ineident to oeeur. 
Everything has been left to the whims and faneies of the loeal politieians, who, 
with their laek of knowledge and wisdom, leave seope for sueh arbitrary and 
biased behavior. I wonder if any sensible system ean allow for dislodging of a 
person for not earrying the exaet fare amount. This might also be a problem with 
the regional transport mini-buses, in whieh I have not travelled and nor do I have 
any intention to do so. Everything would have been fine if the State were 
offering the viable travel options for the tourists: they organise tourist paekages 
through their tourism department, but, for that, they require minimum of three 
tourists, else the single person has to pay triple the amount. An 3 rways, the 
tourism website itself eneourages the tourists to travel in loeally available travel 
options by offering advisories viz. the tourists eould take a bus to so and so plaee 
and loeally available options like autos/jeeps, ete., thereafter. I don’t think this 
kind of urban transportation system ean offer any alternative. 

Fooding 

Eating out seems to be a serious problem in this eity. Of eourse, there are five- 
star restaurants, but they are not viable options for all. The problem is that there 
are no regular eeonomieally-prieed restaurants like udupis or dhabas. There are 
plenty of road-side fast-food joints, whieh offer momos, rolls, omelettes, ete., but 
sueh food ean’t replaee regular diet; also these plaees are not very hygienie. 
There are some eafes, whieh offer pastries, sweets, ete. These eafes are pretty 
good, but they ean’t substitute for proper restaurants. The restaurants are either 
below-par or too expensive. Coming to my experienee in the only restaurant I 
have visited so far. The restaurant wasn’t really on the eeonomieal side beeause 
the priees of eurries ranged from 125 bueks to 250 bueks, and a good luneh for 
two would drill a hole of 500 bueks, so I would eategorize it as an expensive 
restaurant. The serviee was greedy, pompous and indifferent: If I would ask for 



water, the attendant would present bottled water by default; if I would ask for 
veg biryani, the attendant would argue the biryani ean’t and shouldn’t be 
eonsumed without a side-eurry; if I would order for a soft-drink, the attendant 
would earry the bottle to the table, pop the eork (in the air), and easually leave 
with poor me eompleting the non-essentials like pouring the drink in the glass. 
The food was good but the serviee was pathetie, but I still left the tip. Why?!! 

But what differenee does it make? To be very frank, it doesn’t make any 
differenee to me. I am against fine dining and would like hygienieally eooked, 
reasonably prieed food to be served to all and sundry. However, the problem 
here is that this is supposed to be a eommunist eity and the people here are 
determining the status by a person’s eapaeity to spend on food. I also had a small 
talk with a fast-food joint’s manager/owner, whose joint was the namesake of a 
big & popular restaurant. He kept stressing the point that only the high status 
elite gentry eould go in the namesake restaurant, the rest visit him. The 
eonelusion is inevitable: There is reeognized an elite elass, whieh enjoys the 
serviees of the five-star restaurants & the rest are destined to eat unhygienie 
food. This is worse than the eapitalist eities. 

I have had a seriously bad experienee in lodging as well, but I am not diseussing 
it beeause it has no established eorrelation with the seheme of this blog entry. 


(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 



Chapter 3: Movie Reviews &More 



Chapter 3.1: Salyagraha, the Movie 

This movie is completely unreal and doesn\x92t present the true picture of 
reality. The following are the aberrations: 

1. Anna Hazaare is not yet dead. 

2. Kiran Bedi was the first woman IPS officer, and I have observed she wears 
her coat with buttons on the left. 

3. Manish Sisodia is not that handsome. 

4. Shazia Ilmi is not size Zero; come on :). 

5. Prashant Bhushan is taller than shown in the movie. 

6. Arvind Kejriwal being a diabetic may or may not pass the potency test. 

7. And, who was that cutie? Never seen her before! 

I think Prakash Jha has lost touch with reality. 



Chapter 3.2: Raanjhanaa, the Movie 

I thi nk the long wait for Sonam Kapoor is over. This movie is brashly real; the 
soul of the movie is the passionate love, and that reality has never been lost. 
Dhanush has done the unimaginable. Half way down the movie, I had a feeling 
that Dhanush will die an ordinary death. But, not really! The movie ends with a 
new life of vigor \x97 I am eertainly waiting for Dhanush to fall in love again. 

The story wanders in various landseapes; the ehildhood naughtiness, the 
adoleseent brashness, and the energetie youth shortened by the death in polities 
\x97 I am a believer that youth ean be extended forever, but what ean one do if 
the youth has no mood to extend itself! A loser ean always win in polities: 
That\x92s portrayed pretty well in the movie, and, of eourse, the death was by 
ehoiee as the loser had won the internal battle. \x93Ranjish hi Sahi\x94, the 
famous gazal, has eome alive in this movie; and that\x92s very true: A lover 
keeps looking for opportunities hoping against hope to eonsummate 
\x931ove\x94 someday. It\x92s just that, in the movie, the hope led to the 
diseovery of integrity, but still no \x931ove\x94 \x97 a smile without murmurs is 
ineonsequential at times. 



Chapter 3.3: Table No. 21, the Movie 

Table no. 21 is a movie with an attitude. I have never before seen a movie 
leaving a soeial message with sueh an impaet. Undoubtedly, this is a revenge 
movie (oops I have given it away, but ean\x92t help it), but the revenge is 
intriguing and also amazingly entertaining \x97 there are moments in the movie 
whieh will bring anybody on the edge of the seat. If it were a 3D movie, many 
would have ended up hitting Paresh Rawal, but, in the end, you don\x92t know 
whom to hit, so you take the soeial message home; and that\x92s the attitude of 
the movie. 

I don\x92t think a genre ean be defined for these kinds of movies; it falls in the 
eategory of \x93Zinda\x94, \x93Kidnap\x94, ete., but it, undoubtedly, is the best 
of the lot \x97 aetually none of the above movies stand an 3 rwhere near it. The 
highlight of the movie is the presenee and aeting of Paresh Rawal, but Rajeev 
Khandelwal is also superb: his aeting is effortless \x97 why is he not amongst 
the highest paid? The surprise paekets are the songs, whieh are all very well 
eomposed espeeially the one starting with an English introduetion. Is it a family 
movie? Yes, it is \x97 I have never worried about this aspeet before, but, today, I 
heard a few youngsters eribbing about the movies whieh ean\x92t be watehed 
with the family; so, well, they ean also wateh it, but, I still wonder who wanna 
wateh movies with the family these days! 

I think the movie is a must wateh for the students studying Engineering, 
Medieine, Commeree, Seienee and ARCHITECTURE. 



Chapter 3.4: OMG, the Movie 

The success of this movie clearly highlights the contempt of the 
\x93Godmen\x94 by the urbanites, but only if this contempt could be extended 
to the \x93God\x94 himself. The movie makes a good statement, but it also 
propagates the same old notions. 

Thankfully, there are no blasphemy laws in India, so the movie could be made. 
But, unfortunately, India doesn\x92t have any independent Law of Tort either 
\x97 except the Consumer Protection Act, but which is not relevant here. It 
follows the Common Law, in which there is no recourse against the \x93Act of 
God\x94 \x97 Jesus is not \x93God\x94 himself. So, the movie stands on a weak 
foundation; however, I like the concept: If a Hindu \x93God\x94 can sue under 
the Right to Property Act then why shouldn\x92t it be sued under the Law of 
Tort! The Hindu \x93God\x94 is capable of taking human forms, so, in that 
capacity, he or she can be sued for his or her acts causing damage to other 
humans. 

I don\x92t take anything else from the movie except for a bleak possibility of 
suing Hindu \x93Gods\x94 through their various agentsAx94Godmen\x94. 
Unfortunately, the \x93God\x94 can\x92t be sued in case of other religions, and I 
dare not endorse a Uniform Civil Code for the \x93Gods\x94, though Kanji Bhai 
did try doing it in the movie. The movie is a laughter riot and should be enjoyed 
just like that. 



Chapter 3.5: Ek Tha Tiger, the Movie 

I met a couple who spoke reverse French. For example, they would say \x93aime 
te 7e\x94 instead ot\s32)je t\x92aime\x94, meaning \x93I love you.\x94 I thought 
it must be some unique way of expressing love \x97 assuming everything about 
French is lovely. But, no, this was some kind of defense mechanism. 
Undoubtedly, love is the most powerful and the cleanest form of politics, so 
anything is achievable through love \x97 if not in reality, then in romance. 
\x93Ek tha Tiger\x94 celebrates the power of love. 

If Salman Khan\x92s stupid movies like \x93Dabang\x94 and 
\x93Bodyguard\x94 did such roaring business, I wonder what \x93Ek Tha 
Tiger\x94 will do to the box office. By far, it is the best movie of Salman Khan 
in the recent times. Another unexpected charm of the movie is Katrina Kaif, who 
has for the first time shown how beautiful she can be if given a chance \x97 I 
think now she should put up a notice board outside her home declaring, 
\x93Katrina has stopped doing \x91Chikni Chameli\x92 and \x91Sheela ki 
Jawaani\x92 because she can do much better, so f-off.\x94 

Eike all spy movies, this movie also has lots of action, but the real action lies in 
the treatment given to love. The formula is time tested: the love-couple wining 
against the world, fighting all odds. But, in this movie, the \x93world\x94 was 
represented by the forces of the world, so it was indeed some fight \x97 if the 
fight for love can be so adventurous, who needs spy thrillers. I have to admit I 
enjoyed Cuba more than Ireland \x97 fighting for love, it seems, is more 
interesting than falling in love, and no place can be better than Cuba for an 
outright rebellion. I missed the songs \x97 I think they were not extraordinary, 
else I would have noticed them \x97 this movie could have done without songs. 

The movie is definitely worth watching, if nothing else then for the new avatar 
of Katrina Kaif. 



Chapter 3.6: Antilla, the Residence of Ambanis 


building you see on the left is the famous house of 
Mr. Mukesh Ambani build at the eost of US $ 1 to 2 BN. Well, to put things in 
perspeetive, that\x92s something like Rs. 5,000 to 10,000 Crores \x97 I wonder 
whether a Taj Mahal would eost so mueh today. And, see what it looks like: A 
flatted faetory at best and multi-storey garbage dump at worst. Who ean pay so 
mueh to build that? There are two basie ingredients of a good design: Harmony 
and Balanee. But, both Harmony and Balanee are eonspieuous by their absenee 
in the figure on left \x97 even a five year kid wouldn\x92t assemble his bloeks in 
sueh a haphazard manner. In Delhi, there is an Urban Arts Commission for 
ensuring that a fantastieal arbitrary mind may not disturb the urban landseape; 
but, it seems Bombay doesn\x92t take its arehiteeture seriously. I really pity the 
neighbors, who have to manage with this shabby strueture day-in-and-day-out. 
Unfortunately, unlike the Ambanis, they ean\x92t even build helipads on their 
terraees \x97 though I wonder if it looks any better from the top. 

The most distinetive part of the strueture are the protruding floors in the middle 
managed by two pillars \x97 I ean well imagine how many mathematieal 
equations would have been eraeked to make this strueture stand, but, what if the 
designers are neither mathematieal genius nor designing stalwarts! The other 
distinetive and intriguing feature is the zigzag line, whieh seems to have been 
given a free run, and voila it ran its own eourse, sometimes eneapsulating five 
floors, yet, at others, none. Is this some kind of Feng Shui or Vaastu \x97 thanks 
goodness, whatever little arehiteeture I learned, didn\x92t have any eapsules on 
Vaastu! Then, there are these \x93V\x94 for Vietory pillars, as if deelaring, 
\x93We have the wherewithal to hold even that whieh lie above us\x94 \x97 
seriously, tough guys, but, do they enjoy doing it; it\x92s only going to get 




tougher with age; WAF\x85oops\x85WTF! 

If I were to beeome the Urban Design Guardian of the Bombay City (assuming 
sueh a profile ean exist and survive), I would allow this strueture to stand only if 
it is immediately eonverted into a night shelter for the poor \x97 there is no other 
way I ean allow this injustiee to the poor pillars. 



Chapter 3.7: Flattr.com, the Website 

Flattr.com is more than a website. I agree to a great extent with the tagline of the 
website, \x93big ehange through small payments.\x94 The eoneept is very 
simple: An interested person is expeeted to make a monthly eommitment of an 
amount as small as 3 Euros on the \x93Flattr\x94 Website, and then eliek on the 
\x93Flattr\x94 button whenever he sees it on any website of whieh he likes the 
eontent; all the elieks for the month are added, and the eommitted amount is 
distributed proportionally amongst the flattered websites. If this eoneept pieks 
up, it will be nothing less than a revolution. The following would happen: 

\x96 First and foremost, unlike in supply-side eeonomies, the eapital will flow 
voluntarily from eonsumers to produeers. 

\x96 Seeondly, the eonsumer will first get entertained by the produet (NEWS 
ineluded), and then pay by elieking on the \x93Flattr\x94 button, so the 
eonsumer in real sense will beeome the King. 

\x96 Thirdly, the eonsumer ean spend to his eapaeity (or even not spend) and get 
the same entertainment whieh a high spender would get \x97 equality of 
entertainment by knowledge. 

\x96 Fourthly, the produeer would be more interested in giving better 
entertainment than generating money as he wouldn\x92t be able to eontrol the 
moods and ehoiees of the eonsumers through expensive advertising. 

\x96 East but not the least; the power strueture will ehange eomprehensively: the 
brokers will not beeome rieher than the produeers by mere intervention, and, 
hopefully, there will be no more Rupert Murdoehs. 

If the above eoneept gains abundant popularity, not only the markets will benefit 
from good produets but also the eonsumers will feel less stressed for they will 
get truly entertained. 


(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 



Chapter 3.8: Mod, the Movie 

I should first make a declaration that I like Nagesh Kukunoor\x92s Cinema. 

I was just reading the box-office reports of the movies. The taste of the Indian 
audience is pathetic. A movie like Mod has earned just INR 40 Lakhs and is 
being termed a \x93disaster\x94. Incredible! Mod is zillion times better than 
Ra.One, Bodyguard, Dabang, Ready, Singham, and, for that matter, even 3 
Idiots. I also watched Aashayein, and even that was a fantastic movie. The 
Indian audience are being taken for a ride by these marketing companies: They 
can convert a movie like LSD into a hit, but a movie like Mod disappears without 
a whisper! 

Mod is a fantastic movie. Some other recently-released low-profile movies like 
Mujhse Fraaandship Karoge, Love Breakup Zindagi, Sahib Biwi aur Gangster, 
Soundtrack, Shabri, That Girl in Yellow Boots, Bol, Rivaaz, Sahi Dhande Galat 
Bande, Not a Love Story, I am Kalaam, Chala Musadi, Chillar Party, Bubble 
Gum, Khap, Bhindi Bazaar Inc, Pyaar ka Punchnama, Challo Dilli, Shagird, 
Tanu Weds Manu, etc, are also good movies, especially when compared to the 
filth that is being produced in the Ra.Ones. 

The script of the movie Mod is well thought off, and Ayesha Takia has given a 
splendid performance; but the best thing about Mod is its comprehensive appeal. 
It is a subtle entertainer without a spectacle but with lots of soul. The focus has 
never been lost, and the underlying idea has been preserved from the beginning 
to the end. The movie actually ends with a clean social message too. I wonder 
what else is required in a good movie. I liked the thought presented in the movie, 
\x93love always succeeds because it is the most selfish.\x94 Certainly true! The 
climax of the story is perfect with a subtle message on Women Empowerment 
too. 

There are two striking aspects of the movie: first, the subtle message on Women 
Empowerment and, secondly, the handling of the delicate issue of psychiatric 
illness. 

The message on Women Empowerment is just rightly placed: There is no 
conflict of women v. man, etc, and the girl in the movie naturally evolved into a 
woman via responsibility, not sexual intercourse. Thus, there is no need to load 
the woman, so evolved, with the titles like \x93Woman of Substance\x94, etc. 
She did nothing extraordinary, and no man need be offended; she was just doing 
her job and following her destiny, and, on the way, took up some responsibility. 

I have observed that the delicate topic of psychiatric illness has been dealt most 



frivolously in the Indian movies, whether be it Karthik calling Karthik or 15 
Park Avenue or Black. There is a tendeney to projeet mental illness as an almost 
ineurable disease in absenee of speeial medieal attention. In faet, the reverse is 
mostly true: It has been found in seientifie studies that there is no signifieant 
eorrelation between the medieal treatment and the improved eondition; rather, if 
diagnosed wrongly, the treatment may lead to further problems beeause 
psyehiatry is only an evolving seienee. The, onee preferred, ECT has been found 
to be the worst treatment leading to many further eomplieations. In most of the 
eases, the psyehiatrists just try to sober the exeited state with pills, whieh ean 
well be aehieved by alternative methods like love. The preferenee shown to the 
love over the medieal treatment in the movie is thus pretty sound. 

After watehing this movie and Ra. One, I seriously feel that the direetors of the 
movies like Mod need to do something to survive in this dog-eat-dog world: 
There ought to be a movement against these big banner movies beeause, at the 
end of the day, the audienee are getting eheated. 



Chapter 3.9: Udaan, the Movie 

Rebellion is a neeessity in any politieal soeiety. It is a eheek on power. It 
emanates in many forms and is never without a eause. The attempt has to be 
made to understand the eause. For example, the most prominent rebellion is that 
of the teenagers, whieh is always eonsidered as being without eause. But, is it 
true? A teenager eonsiders herself a politieal prisoner of her parents, who have 
been foreing their deeisions on her for so very long. Hasn\x92t the mankind 
erred in eonsidering the rebellion of teenagers as being that without eause, 
thereby ignoring sueh a long standing eonfliet! I liked the movie \x93Udaan\x94 
beeause it has tried taekling this eonfliet with a different perspeetive, though I 
know the movie doesn\x92t provide any solutions. 

The story of the movie made the eontext simple by juxtaposing a bullying 
eonservative father with a ereative liberal teenager. If the teenager was not so 
talented and daring, and the milieu was not so apolitieal, the father would have 
won hands down. This kind of eonfliet is unheard of in India. The power of 
parents gets extended mueh beyond teenage, mostly unquestioningly, though 
negatively. So, a father has to be really villainous to lose, whieh was so the ease 
in the movie; and the portrayal of the villainy by Ronit Roy is exeellent. 
However, my heart goes out for the kid in the movie, who had no ehoiee of 
rebellion even. Thankfully, the young rebel writer new how to run for his life 
and for the life of his kid brother. 

I have heard that Motwane had to wait for years to make this movie, but it 
doesn\x92t look like he will have to wait mueh longer to make a truly 
\x93eommereial sueeess.\x94 I just hope that the \x93eommereial sueeess\x94 he 
makes is also a good produet like \x93Udaan.\x94 



Chapter 3.10: Love Sex and Dhoka, the Movie 

I don\x92t know why I am even writing this review. I am so stunned by the fraud 
played by this movie that I need to express: This movie is no love, no sex, but 
only DHOKA. 

Dhoka No. 1: It has been made to believe that the video elippings in the movie 
are real, but they are in faet aeted upon and sereen played. In the direetor\x92s 
own words, \x93Imagine if I had taken known faces. The illusion of hyper-reality 
would have broken at the first instance. Now when you watch the film, you 
don\x92t know if the film is made by Dibakar Banerjee or a compilation of clips 
taken from the cameras of the three individuals.\x9 4 (Souree: 

http://movies.rediff.eom/slide-show/2010/mar/11/slide-show-1 -interview-with- 
dibakar-banerjee.htm#eontentTop) 

Dhoka No. 2: The movie is an extremely low-budget one. Rough estimates 
would put produetion eost at no more than Rs. 10 Lakhs and the marketing eost 
at no more than Rs. 30 Lakhs. This movie is surviving just on the strength of 
marketing: Almost every eritie has written a good review of the movie, and the 
word \x93sex\x94 itself has generated lots of euriosity. Basieally, this movie is 
just trying to play upon the vulnerability of the so-ealled intelligent multiplex 
audienee. 

Dhoka No. 3: There is nothing unique about this movie. The first story is just 
another melodramatie TV serial of Ms. Ekta Kapoor: an idiot like the protagonist 
of the story would aetually be an exeeption in the Indian Soeiety. The seeond 
story is a poor pornography. The third story is eompletely unreal: no eelebrity 
ean get so mueh freedom to exploit newbies; they don\x92t have sueh kind of 
power; the power and the easting eoueh lie elsewhere; if at all, the eelebrities 
just aet as eonduits. 

Dhoka No. 4: An artifieial attempt has been made to regularize infringement of 
privaey. The movie makers are trying to show that privaey is not a value so very 
mueh valued by individuals, and they are willing to shun it at the first available 
opportunity. This is the biggest dhoka of the movie. Individuals do value their 
own privaey beeause No Privacy means Slavery. 

I hope this movie doesn\x92t reeover its eosts; else it will eneourage others to 
defraud the audienee similarly. 



Chapter 3.11: Welcome to Sajjanpur, the Movie 

\x93Welcome to Sajjanpur\x94: A Shyam Bengal movie produeed by UTV is 
definitely eommereial but with a eharaeteristie subtle soeial message of Shyam 
Benegal\x92s movies. 

The story is that of an immensely talented infamous writer, who, nevertheless, 
makes big differenees in the lives of people. Story is set up in a small Indian 
village dominated by Goonda Polities. The protagonist of the movie is a letter 
writer, who puts in emotions in the letters; no doubts, letters do wonder. This 
writer intriguingly helps people without being eonseious about it: the help is 
often aeeompanied by a striet initial resistanee and a loud abandonment 
thereafter. The most important differenee he makes is in the life of his ehildhood 
beloved, who had unfortunately married some one else. The transition from the 
initial attempts to eajole the lady out of her marriage to aetually helping her 
sustain one is perfeet and natural: The desire to help is not foreed, and the events 
unfold at a natural paee in syne with the ehanging moods of the protagonist in 
response to the adjustment between the environment and his terminal values. 
Also, the protagonist plays a small but signifieant role in ehanging the soeio- 
politieal system of the village, whieh he eould do beeause of his real 
subeonseious desire to bring a positive ehange without any desire for power. His 
no-nonsense praetieal approaeh towards life makes him aehieve the desired 
without bringing him in eonfliet with the powerful. The story per se is exeellent; 
the aeting is natural, and the songs are added embellishment. The movie is a 
must wateh. 


(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 



Chapter 4: Book Reviews 



Chapter 4.1: Bhagvad-Gita, the English Translation by 
Purohit Swami 

Bhagwad-Gita is a holy text of Hindus; therefore, it is eonsidered very saered. 
However, sinee, as per a news report in TOI (Re: \x93Haryana to introduee Gita 
in sehools\x94, TOI, Deeember 31, 2014; 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.eom/india/Haryana-to-introduee-Gita-in- 
sehools/artieleshow/45696677.ems), its reading is being introdueed in 
Haryana\x92s sehools from the next aeademie session, the book is now open to 
eritieal analysis, and thus I am reviewing it here \x97 though I admit I had dare 
not done it earlier beeause of the fear of hurting the religious sentiments of the 
Hindus. 

The book eontains the diseourse between \x93Lord\x94 Krishna, a Hindu God, 
and Arjuna, a great Pandava Prinee and a warrior, on the battlefield of 
Kurukshetra, Haryana, India, in an unknown time in history. The diseourse is in 
the form of a reeital of the live diseussion between \x93Lord\x94 Krishna and 
Arjuna, as reported by Sanjaya, the eharioteer, to Dhritrashtra, the king of 
Hastinapur, India, at the times of the Mahabharata Battle. Though the reporting 
is live, but, unlike the present times, the reporter didn\x92t report live from the 
battlefield, but through some kind of divine sight through whieh he eould see 
what was happening on the battlefield from the eomfort of the royal palaee; it 
would also be pertinent to mention here that Dhritrashtra was himself blind; 
therefore, given his keen interest in the battle, some kind of divine powers eould 
have been bestowed on Sanjaya by \x93Lord\x94 Krishna himself, who has most 
immodestly made elaims to his supreme powers in his diseourse with Arjuna; so, 
anything is possible; however, in order to maintain the eredibility of the present 
review, let me deelare at the very outset that I am making a wild assumption of 
the truthfulness of the events quoted in the book. 

The eontext of the diseourse is the uneertainty in the mind of Arjuna just before 
the start of the battle, for he didn\x92t want to fight with his elders, teaehers and 
kin; he found living as a beggar for the rest of his life a better alternative to 
fighting his own. \x93Lord\x94 Krishna sueeessfully eonvineed Arjuna to fight 
by the end of the diseourse; the said diseourse has been eonverted into 18 
ehapters dealing with various philosophieal aspeets of life. Though the 
interventions of Arjuna in the diseourse were pretty intelligent, but they were, 
nevertheless, restrieted, for it was a sermon from the \x93God\x94 himself. 
During the diseourse, \x93Lord\x94 Krishna also showed Arjuna his Cosmie 
Vision, whieh as per the \x93Lord\x94 himself, had never been shown to 



anybody before, nor, do I think, anybody has seen it even thereafter; so, the only 
witness to the Cosmie Vision of \x93Lord\x94 Krishna was Arjuna, who, 
unfortunately, being a mortal being died many years ago; so, in spite of a vivid 
reporting of the sentiments of Arjuna by Sanjaya, there is no direet proof of the 
Cosmie Vision in absenee of a proper eross-examination of Arjuna \x97 it is also 
possible that Arjuna went through hallueinations; at least in the present times, 
one would so assume. The event of Cosmie Vision is extremely important 
beeause it brought in a drastie softening in the stanee of Arjuna, who impressed 
by the Cosmie Vision, immediately aeeepted the supremely powerful status of 
\x93Lord\x94 Krishna, and gradually reeoneiled himself to the views and 
philosophy of \x93Lord\x94 Krishna by the end of the diseourse. I think, in 
absenee of the Cosmie Vision, it would have beeome extremely diffieult for an 
objeetive warrior like Arjuna to surrender to the will of \x93Lord\x94 Krishna in 
spite of his many sermons also beeause the sermons were ineoherent at various 
oeeasions; for example, read this paradoxieal statement of \x93Lord\x94 Krishna 
quoted from the English translation of the book by Shri Purohit Swami available 
at the website of the Universal Life Chureh (Re: http://www.ule.org/wp- 
eontent/uploads/2012/10/Bhagavad-Gita.pdf), \x93[t]hose who desire 
deliverance begin their aets of saerifiee, austerity or gift with the word 'Tat\x92 
[meaning \x91That\x92], without thought of reward.\x94 (Emphasis supplied) 

Now, eoming to the merits; as already stated, the eontext of the diseourse is a 
battle field, therefore the utility of the sermons is limited. Even though the 
sermons do toueh almost all aspeets of life, but, sinee it was more or less a 
monologue, the philosophieal ideas propagated in the book are more a matter of 
faith than objeetive assessment. Furthermore, those very people who want to 
introduee the book in sehools fail to stand up to the teaehings of the book: it has 
been highlighted very elearly in the diseourse that people should take up roles of 
teaehers, rulers, merehants, labor, ete., in aeeordanee with their basie nature; 
however, the Haryana CM, in spite of being a Khatri, has all his life been a 
merehant \x97 even the PM of this eountry has now taken up the role of a ruler 
in spite of originally being a laborer/worker, i.e. a tea seller \x97 so the 
philosophieal ideas have not passed the test of time even. A eynieal view would 
be that Arjuna was manipulated by \x93Lord\x94 Krishna, through his intelleet, 
to submit into killing his own people for the reasons unknown; this view finds 
strong support from the modus operandi adopted by \x93Lord\x94 Krishna. 
\x93Lord\x94 Krishna elaimed that he was the supreme power responsible for all 
ereation, operation, and destruetion in the world, and, at the time of the Cosmie 
Vision, also showed people like Bhishma, Kama, Drona, et al, already destroyed 



as per his will, and he exhorted Arjuna to just eomplete the formality: 

Lord Shri Krishna replied: I have shown myself to thee as the 
Destroyer who lays waste the world and whose purpose is 
destruction. In spite of thy efforts, all these warriors gathered for 
battle shall not escape death.Then gird up thy loins and conquer. 
Subdue thy foes and enjoy the kingdom in prosperity.! have already 
doomed them. Be thou my instrument, Arjuna! Drona and Bheeshma, 
Jayadratha and Kama, and other brave warriors \x96 I have 
condemned them all. Destroy them; fight and fear not. Thy foes shall 
be crushed. 

In a nutshell, the eore philosophy is as follows: 

1. \x93Lord\x94 Krishna is an omnipresent, all pervading ereator, destroyer and 
operator of all aetivities in the universe. 

2. The non-perishable spiritual being is separate from the perishable matter, and 
\x93Lord\x94 Krishna is the Home of the Spirit, the eontinuous souree of 
immortality, of eternal Righteousness, and of infinite Joy. 

3. The man doesn\x92t aet; it is the \x93Qualities\x94 whieh aet, and when a 
man transeends \x93Qualities\x94, whieh is the real reason of physieal existenee, 
he beeomes free of the miseries of life and death, and thus immortal. 

4. Those who devote themselves to the \x93Lord\x94 fully, performing their 
obligations in his name without worrying about the results, have the best ehanees 
of aehieving immortality by beeoming one with him. 

So, as per the diseourse, the goal of human existenee is immortality, whieh ean 
be aehieved by unquestioned devotion to \x93Lord\x94 Krishna, and the same 
was the final exhortation of \x93Lord\x94 Krishna to Arjuna as well: 

Dedicate thyself to Me, worship Me, sacrifice all for Me, prostrate 
thyself before Me, and to Me thou shalt surely come. Truly do I 
pledge thee; thou art My own beloved. Give up then thy earthly 
duties, surrender thyself to Me only. Do not be anxious; I will 
absolve thee from all thy sin. Speak not this to one who has not 
practised austerities, or to him who does not love, or who will not 
listen, or who mocks. 

And, whieh Arjuna answered as follows: 

My Lord! O Immutable One! My delusion has fled. By Thy Grace, O 
Changeless One, the light has dawned. My doubts are gone, and I 



stand before Thee ready to do Thy will. 

So, the discourse was definitely successful in converting Arjuna, but, as I said, 
he was the only one who saw the Cosmic Vision; I haven\x92t, so I am not 
convinced at all and have ended up writing the above critique. 

Note: I am an atheist non-believer. 


(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 



Chapter 4.2: Swaraj by Arvind Kejriwal 

Independence begins at the bottom\x85A society must be built in 
which every village has to be self sustained and capable of 
managing its own affairs\x85It will be trained and prepared to 
perish in the attempt to defend itself against any onslaught from 
without\x85This does not exclude dependence on and willing help 
from neighbours or from the world. It will be a free and voluntary 
play of mutual forces\x85In this structure composed of innumerable 
villages, there will be ever widening, never ascending circles. 
Growth will not be a pyramid with the apex sustained by the bottom. 

But it will be an oceanic circle whose center will be the individual. 
Therefore the outermost circumference will not wield power to crush 
the inner circle but will give strength to all within and derive its own 
strength from it. 

(Source: Murthy, Srinivas. Mahatma Gandhi and Leo Tolstoy 
Letters. Long Beach Publications: Long Beach, 1987, pp 189) 

The book is written in such a manner that the ideas intermingle with each other, 
and it is not possible to strictly delineate chapters on the basis of particular ideas. 
However, the three prominent ideas emerging from the book are the need for 
change, the test cases, and the proposal for change. I would say 80% of the book 
is devoted to the first idea of the need for change bolstered by many baked and 
unbaked examples of inefficiencies and corruption in the existing system. In fact, 
the two set of examples of inefficiencies and corruption are inseparable, and it 
would not be wrong to suggest that the majority of problems of inefficiencies 
highlighted in the book are direct or indirect manifestations of the corruption at 
various levels of the system. The need for change has been discussed to such 
elaboration that there is a diffused feeling of cynicism in the mind of the reader 
while reading the book. Thus, the book may appeal to the cynics more. 

Let me discuss the proposals before discussing the test cases as it would soon 
appear that the test cases are not scalable and would not help much in supporting 
the proposals. I must admit that, even on the second reading, I was unable to 
read the suggestions section, and this time it was clearly because of lack of 
interest; therefore, I have taken the help of the above-quoted vision of M. K. 
Gandhi. The concept of Swaraj discussed in the book \x93Swaraj\x94, which, in 
the present context, can also be termed as the manifesto of the AAP, is partially 
derived from the above vision. The underlying idea of Swaraj, as propagated in 
the book, is the empowerment of the local leadership through Gram Sabhas in 



the rural areas and RWAs in the eities. The empowerment proposed is to the 
extent that the loeal leadership representing the interest of the loeal populaee will 
have power to direet and punish the bureauerats, formulate loeal level polieies, 
eontrol/streamline the flow of information, suggest new laws, eontrol the flow of 
funds, ete. In other words, the loeal level unit would be a self-sustaining unit as 
envisioned by M. K. Gandhi, but it wouldn\x92t be an anarehie/sovereign unit 
with powers to defend. There are eertain positives in the above idea of self- 
sustaining loeal units, but the idea would fail in absenee of eertain prerequisites, 
most important amongst them being the devoted and sineere loeal leadership and 
the rational publie. In another of my writings, I have highlighted the following 
problems that the idea of Mohalla Sabhas may faee: 

ii First, it will not reduee or eurb eorruption; rather it will inerease it many 
fold beeause politieians, espeeially the loeal level politieians, are the most 
eorrupt. 

ii Seeondly, the larger the group the stupider the deeisions, and this is a 
seientifie truth — team work is different from group deeision making. 

ii Thirdly, there would be no aeeountability for the deeisions. Eaeh deeision 
would be Aam Aadmi’s deeision and thus aeeeptable without debate. 

ii Fourthly, it will ereate loeal level “Big Bosses”, who will take arbitrary 
deeisions without any judieial reeourse, whieh would be a serious threat to 
Right to Equality. 

ii Fifthly, it will infringe the Privaey Rights of the people in the name of 
larger good of the neighborhood. 

ii Sixthly, it will bring in Poliee Raj as the loeal leaders will be reeognized 
even further by the loeal poliee, and the loeal poliee always rule through 
loeal politieians; the two aet in tandem. 

ii Seventh, the Mohalla Sabhas, esp. in unauthorized eolonies, where the 
publie and private spaees are not well delineated, may lead to infringing 
the private properties and spaees of the people. 

ii Eight, the nuisanee ereated in the eommunity spaees will be regularized by 
the Mohalla Sabhas, without any judieial reeourse. 

ii Ninth, people will lose faith in the Judieiary even further as the Judges will 
find it eonvenient to leave judieial deeisions to Mohalla Sabhas through 
formal or informal proeedures — they aet so even now. 

ii Tenth, it will be a serious attaek on the individuality of ereative people. 



scientists, artists, entrepreneurs, et al, who, by their very nature, avoid 
politics and love to be left alone and don’t care much about what’s 
happening in the society. 

'm Eleventh, it will infringe the minority rights for sure. 

ii Twelfth, it may increase violence because of continuous and repeated 
conflict, not competition, between contenders for power — competition is 
when the adversaries are not known, most people understand it wrongly. 

ii Thirtieth, uneducated and less intelligent local leaders will make below- 
par decisions. 

And, in the book, I have not found answers to my objections. The prospective 
objections have been answered under the caption \x93BASELESS DOUBTS 
AND AS SUMPTION S\x94, which per se speaks a lot about the attitude of the 
author towards his opponents/critics/adversaries. Nevertheless, it is worthwhile 
to discuss the redressal of objections in the book. With respect to the objection of 
atrocities on backward classes in local self-sustaining units, an unpalatable 
proposition has been forwarded that there are a few amongst the high-caste 
people who are the sympathizers of backward classes, and the backward classes 
will get a voice through them in the new Gram Sabhas; a proposition has been 
made, but it is not explained how this will actually fructify; according to me, the 
voice of sympathizers should get curbed even further in the new paradigm. 
Further, it has been stated that if the backward classes are denied right to take 
part in the Gram Sabha proceedings, they can approach the Lokpal. But, how 
does it matter when they are in minority? With respect to the illegal dictates of 
the Khaps and the accentuation of the malpractices in society in the new Gram 
Sabhas, it has been stated that it would be against the Law. Of course, it will be 
against law, but the real point here is that the Gram Sabhas will increase these 
problems for such malpractices prosper amongst uneducated people; and, if 
given power, the same uneducated people will increase the malpractices even 
further. With respect to the fear that the conflict between the contenders for 
power will increase violence and pandemonium, the answer offered is that the 
same is not supported by statistics across the world, and, thereafter, the example 
of Hivre Bazaar, Ahmednagar, Maharastra, has been restated, but no supporting 
global statistics has been presented. I strongly doubt the existence of any such 
global statistics. However, there are many other objections like below-par and 
arbitrary decisions, infringement of privacy, collusion between local police and 
local leaders, regularization of nuisance, attack on the individuality of creative 
people, etc, to which no answer has been forwarded. 



A few test eases from the historieal India, the present day India, and also abroad 
have been diseussed. The foreign eases of the US, Switzerland and Brazil are not 
sealable in India beeause of different soeial, eeonomie and demographie 
stmetures, and, therefore, they didn\x92t interest me mueh. One historieal 
aneedote from Vaishali where a girl being foreed to beeome the Nagar Vadhu 
(prostitute) was able to dislodge the King from his palaee as a eompensation for 
her saerifiee is eompletely amiss and irrelevant. The point has been made that, in 
historieal times, the eommon people were able to eommand the reigning king to 
vaeate his palaee for the Nagar Vadhu, thus showing the power of the people. 
Ironically, the real point here is that a clever woman who tried escaping 
from the clutches of the powerful vultures of the society by proposing an 
audacious demand couldn\x92t succeed because even her audacious demand 
was accepted by the pervert vultures. Out of the four Indian cases; i.e. 
Ahmednagar, Maharashtra; Kerala; M. P. and Sonia Vihar, Delhi; the only 
example worth discussing is that of Ahmednagar, Maharashtra. The Kerala and 
Delhi examples being negative examples fall more in the category of need for 
change than test cases, which need has been discussed elaborately even 
otherwise. The M.P. example of a female Anganwadi worker is obnoxious: A 
point has been tried to be made that when an erring officer faces examination 
from the mighty public, he or she admits all his crimes, and there is no need of 
any investigation thereafter, and the erring official can then be punished by the 
public in accordance with the reformist principles of penology. But, the real 
poiut here is that the erriug official was deprived of her fuudameutal right 
agaiust self-iucrimiuatiou. 

So, let me only discuss the Maharashtra example in detail with a caveat that just 
one isolated case in a vast country like India is not adequate for a wide-scale 
implementation of the concept. It is a story of a small village Hivre Bazaar, 
Ahmednagar, Maharashtra. This was a poor village with skewed economic & 
social structure with emphasis on alcohol production and consumption. A group 
of young volunteers took it upon themselves to bring in revolution through pubic 
participation in Participatory Democracy. Luckily, they were able to appropriate 
responsible positions through their chosen leader, who was incidentally sincere, 
intelligent, creative, educated, patient, adamant and clever. His persistence 
attempt on a single point agenda to bring in inclusive growth through perpetual 
public participation eventually bore fruit: The people started taking interest in 
their own development, and, gradually, the dramatic changes took place. One 
salient feature of the development was self-sustenance within the confines of the 
village boundaries without any outside help. This example certainly proves the 



workability of the Gandhian vision of Swaraj in salutary conditions. This 
example is certainly scalable in Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra given the 
conditions of leadership are satisfied; it may also be scalable in large parts of 
Maharastra and nearby regions having similar conditions; however, it is certainly 
not scalable in urban centers like Delhi: The people in Delhi are far more 
cynical; the education is inclined more towards corruption; and the opportunities 
for violence are far greater. 

My immediate concern is the forceful introduction of Swaraj in Delhi not only 
without any scalable test cases but also without any wide-scale discussion. 
Furthermore, the change is being initiated through legislation followed by 
systemic changes over a year. This is more like supply-side economics, where a 
product is first manufactured sans demand, and then forcefully supplied to 
unwilling customers, and then, to ensure sales, the substitutes are killed. This 
kind of enforcement in the socio-political space is completely unacceptable; this 
may end up taking away whatever good the AAP has done till now. 

Addendum 

The book also mentions some experiments of public participation in Trilokpuri 
and Sundemagari areas of East Delhi. These are not test cases as the experiments 
have not reached maturity yet, and thus there are no end-results. Moreover, the 
experiments are more in the nature of the Bhagidari Scheme of the previous 
Congress Government as the Mohalla Sabhas therein didn\x92t have any powers 
as proposed under the concept of Swaraj in the book and/or by M. K. Gandhi. 


(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 




Chapter 4.3: An Ordinary Person\x92s Guide to 
Empire by Arundhati Roy 

First and foremost, I have an issue with the title of the book: An ordinary person 
in the Indian Subeontinent ean\x92t afford a book eosting Rs. 395; an ordinary 
person in the Indian Subeontinent ean\x92t read English like a native language; 
and an ordinary person in the Indian Subeontinent won\x92t read the essays till 
they are presented in some popular media, not book. Until the essays are 
translated in vemaeular languages, prieed eheaply (or free), and distributed 
profusely, this book is very mueh for the elite. Sinee the above is not possible, 
the book, as a produet, is antithesis to its eontents, but, this doesn\x92t take 
anything away from the validity of the ideas presented in the book 

In her essays, Arundhati Roy, along with presenting numerous faets, opinions 
and hypotheses, has also presented some solutions, and that is what interested 
me the most. For long, I have been pondering over the role of these peeuliar 
ereatures who adorn themselves with the garland of thorns and eall themselves 
ACTIVISTS. Though I always had a positive perspeetive on their role, but the 
kind of magnanimous authority Arundhati Roy has retained for them is just 
magnifieent. If what has been stated in the essays is possible without turning the 
aetivists into the better elones of the politieians, then hats off to her magie triek. 
She has envisaged the role of aetivists as that of a shadow government that 
wouldn\x92t let anything happen against the people. Obviously, the aetivists 
ean\x92t themselves beeome politieians. This is definitely an interesting 
solution, but with a problem that money is known to eorrupt people, and, as per 
the present system, there are a number of interest groups, ineluding the 
government, who benefit from and are interested in the eorruption of the masses 
as it makes their task easier, and money is available in plenty to them for 
extending their agenda. Now, in sueh a seenario, how will the genuine 
\x93morality\x94 eounter the power of money? The aetivists, if they don\x92t 
want to get eorrupt, ean\x92t use anything exeept logie for ehallenging the 
reigning KING. Unfortunately, the logie doesn\x92t even allow \x93GOD\x94, 
not even \x93The GOD of Small Things.\x94 If the things have to ehange, the 
aetivists should eertainly prosper, but do they have a strategy? 

Yes, I very mueh agree with Arundhati Roy when she says that the solution 
ean\x92t be found without women and do think that the things need to ehange, if 
nothing else than for the better good of women themselves. If women want to 
save themselves from the imminent danger of the neo-liberal soeiety, they 
definitely need to take aetive part, or, in other words, beeome aetivists. 



Arundhati Roy has not focused her attention on the prevailing danger of the neo¬ 
liberal society/corporate globalization on the status of women. I have a feeling it 
already is extremely detrimental to women and is going to be more so in the 
future. I wish Arundhati Roy had also centered her attention on this issue. 
Nevertheless, Arundhati Roy\x92s essays are extremely revolutionary and are 
definitely something more than an interesting read. 

Addendum post Anna Hazaare Agitation 

I have been closely watching the agitation of Anna Hazaare and other activists, 
both on and off the television. It mainly started with Kiran Bedi and Arvind 
Kejriwal. Around the same time, the corporate, etc, wrote a letter to the PM 
demanding the passage of a lokpal bill at the earliest. I think the corporate 
actually wanted a lokpal because they ended up wasting lots of time in getting A. 
Raja behind bars. I can\x92t comment about the culpability of A. Raja because 
the matter is subjudice. Nonetheless, I have learned that many corporates, 
including Nira Radia, have been presented by the CBI in the list of witnesses in 
A. Raja\x92s case. So, the message is clear: A. Raja has done something anti to 
the strategy of the corporate. Of course, the BJP, and even the left, have provided 
political support to the corporate. 

The problem with the Congress Government is that it listens a bit too much to 
the corporate. It announced the introduction of the Lokpal Bill in the monsoon 
session and also drafted a bill. The bill was toothless, and this time the activists 
were ready. They had drafted their own bill. Now, the activists played a game. 
They realized that it was the right time to hit the nail. The assembly elections 
were just round the comer, and the Congress could have ill-afforded another 
agitation at that time, that too an agitation which had grown so much in the 
cities. 

But, here comes the golden question: Why this agitation has become such a great 
success? Of course, it is not because of Anna Hazaare. The fact is that the BJP 
cadre have worked day and night to make this agitation a success. Small 
business, lawyers, local leaders, etc, affiliated to the BJP have prodded people to 
support this agitation. At the same time, the corporate media, including the FM 
channels, the social networking entrepreneurs and the celebrities have created a 
sort of euphoria in favor of the agitation. 

I am not sure whether the activists have acted in consort with the corporate and 
the BJP, but, the activists have acted most irresponsibly. They have played 
politics, with which I have no problems, but my problem is that while playing 
politics they have acted in self-interest, not public interest. Cormption is a much 



bigger menace; no superman can solve it. For example, a person requesting 
information under the RTI Act can\x92t get the information unless he pays bribe. 
If he doesn\x92t the following may happen for which the Lokpal Bill has no 
solutions: 

\x96 The letter requesting fees for copying the pages will be entered in the 
dispatch register but will never be dispatched, but only a blank envelope will be 
dispatched. 

\x96 The dealing assistant will speak to you most rudely and make you wait for 
hours before giving you a hearing. After a lapse of 2-3 hours, he will inform you 
that your letter requesting fees has been dispatched, and he can\x92t help you 
without the copy of the letter. You will request for a photocopy of the office 
copy, for which the dealing assistant will have to locate the peon to get the 
photocopy done, who will appear after a delay of another 1 hour. 

\x96 The peon will fail to get the copy done because the photocopy machine will 
be out of order. 

\x96 You will approach the officer-in-charge, who will not be on his seat; if, 
fortunately, he is available, he will ask you to file a formal complaint. 

\x96 You are adamant, so you file a formal complaint and go back home. 

\x96 The mandatory period for receiving the information has elapsed, but there 
is no action on your complaint, and you have also not received the copy of the 
letter requesting fees, so now you file an appeal. 

\x96 The appeal is dismissed as you have not paid the fees as per rules. 

\x96 You file second appeal in the CIC. 

\x96 Your appeal is heard after an year. The commissioner starts getting agitated 
with the confusion in your case and passes a negative order upholding the 
decision of the First Appellate Authority. BTW, his order is in accordance with 
law because you have not paid the fees, and, as per the records, the letter 
requesting fees has been dispatched. 

\x96 You go to the High Court under Article 226 of the Constitution. In the High 
Court, the Single Bench, as well as the Division Bench, dismisses your petition 
finding no case having been made out for the non-exercise of jurisdiction by the 
CIC. 

\x96 You file an SLP in the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court refuses to 
entertain your petition because the order of the High Court is not erroneous. 

I wonder what a lokpal can do to solve the above problem. A lokpal can only 



help the eorporate and the other rieh people to send the A. Rajas behind bars. No 
eommon man may ever approaeh a lokpal. Thankfully, the above-stated is not 
happening as of now, but even the worst may start happening if the Jan Lokpal 
Bill in its present form is passed. The RTI Aet is working only beeause the 
bureauerats are making it work deliberately, not frighteningly. Somewhere, the 
bureauerats are also wary of the politieians; the RTI Aet gives them an exeuse to 
say no to the politieians, and the RTI aetivists like Arvind Kejriwal need to 
understand this. Ditto for other things. 

I am sorry to say that the present agitation of Anna Hazaare is making me 
believe that the aetivists are beeoming the better elones of the politieians, 
espeeially beeause even Medha Patkar is supporting this agitation. I only hope 
that the aetivists have been fooled, and they did not aet in eonsort with the BJP 
and the eorporate. 


(Do checkout my book: Annapurna Circuit Trek: Fairy Tale of Love with Nature ) 
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